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Village Hall

Young people are welcome to use the
Hall on a casual basis free of charge as
long as:

The hall is available

They are still at school

Under 16s have an adult present

Exercise Class

Summer’s coming. Want to lose weight,
look good and feel healthy?

Try “Legs, Bums and Tums”, a new
exercise class for all ages, sizes and
abilities.

Experienced and qualified instructor.

Saturdays for one hour starting at
9.30 a.m. in the Village Hall

This term started on"6BMay but it's not
too late to join in.

Call Becky on 07749 955696 for more
information

May 2006

Canal Evening, 24' February

The evening opened with Matthew
Armitage (director of Tooley's Yard)
speaking about the Yard past and
present. This historic boatyard now
forms part of Banbury’s new museum by
the canal.

Kate Saffin then performed a one-person
play, depicting the canal life of a narrow
boat family with amazing reality. She
transformed herself (without change of
costume) first into a teenage girl, and
then progressed through time, showing
the daily work of the horse-drawn
narrow boat, combined with bringing up
her family and coping with their daily
routine. There was a close-knit
relationship amongst the boat people;
humour and fun mixed with the anxieties
of securing orders for delivery of coal,
grain, bricks etc upon which their
livelihood depended.

A return visit has been requested and we

look forward to seeing her again in 2007.
June Ellis

Ladies’ Fun Evening 27" April

The Ladies Fun Evening was...fun. We
had a glass of wine; two lively

demonstrations (and  eating)  of
scrumptious desserts; a lively and loud
demonstration of arranging a bunch of
cheap supermarket flowers; a raffle; a
bring-and-buy table.

Many thanks to all. The evening raised
£295 in aid of Beast Cancer Awareness.



News and Reports

An Active Book Group

A second Book Group has been formed
in the Parish. Like the first one, it is
made up entirely of ladies. They formed
a Book Club but were seduced by the
idea of competing in the Triathlon at
Blenheim on Saturday May 20 I'm

told that this involves a 400 metre swim,
a 13 km bicycle ride and a 2 %2 km run.
They have persuaded their husbands or
partners to join them and all have been
training hard.

Understandably, all this has not left too
much time for reading their agreed book,
The Labyrinthby Kate Moss.

By the time you read this they will have
completed their task.

Congratulations to all on their
determination. Most of us don’t even
get as far as thinking about doing
something like this.

For more details of the reading group,
contact Rachael Marsden

Book Club

The OId Originals are still going strong.
Recent books have be&he Spiral
Staircaseby Karen ArmstrongAnother
World by Pat Barker ant@ihe First
Casualtyby Ben Elton. We have no
plans to run any triathlons but we do
enjoy meeting once a month to chat
about books. Belonging to a group
means that each of us has read books
that we would never have chosen on our
own.

Ethical Window Cleaning

If you are looking for a window cleaner
you might like to tryAquila.

Aquila is unusual in that it was set up
and is run by a history graduate of
Oxford University, Jerry Fowler, a
committed Christian, who decided to do
this as a way of helping refugees and
ethnic minorities get on their feet in the
UK, establish themselves in work and
learn English. Jerry himself continues to
clean and has four (I think) employees.

Jerry came with one assistant when he
came to us. They arrived when planned
and did an excellent job.

They will call as often or as little as you
wish. Jerry quotes a price in advance.
Cleaning the inside of windows and
gutter clearance and patio pressure
washing can also be arranged.

Contact details are mobile 07947 031
952 (preferred). Tel: 01865 396099.
There is also a website
http://www.aquilawindowcleaning.co.uk
where you can read more and fill in a
form for a free quote (this worked well
for us, Jerry rang back quickly). Or
email:
jerry@aquilawindowcleaning.co.uk

Peter Rawcliffe



St Laurence Church Tower Repair Fund

Antarctica

On Friday, 20 January 2006, the Village
Hall was filled to capacity with local
residents and friends who had come to
see and listen to John Tolson give an
illustrated talk entitled “Antarctica- an
Enigma. In 1986, John had been part of a
team that went to Antarctica to retrace
the tragic journey of Captain Robert
Scott’s Polar expedition of the early
1900s.

The 1986 trip was carried out for
scientific organisations, the BBC and
pure adventure.

After a delicious meal, prepared and
served by the ladies from Saint Laurence
Church, John’s presentation had his
audience completely spellbound and one
could hear teeth chattering at the icy
sight of some of the Arctic slides.

Scott’'s base camp, still as it had been
left so long ago, is now a museum.

John also told us about the strong U.S.
and New Zealand bases now established
there.

This memorable evening came to a
close, sadly for the audience, at 11.45
pm.

Our thanks to John and the ladies from
the Church, for a superb evening which
raised the wonderful sum of £400 for the

Church Tower Repair
Elizabeth Halcro

Cake Making

Many parishioners will be aware that the
tower of our ancient village Church is in
need of major repair. The Heritage
Lottery, unfortunately, has not been able
to grant any financial help and most of
the funding will have to be raised

locally.

Polly Rawcliffe, aged 11, decided that
she must do something to raise money
for this project and for the past month
she has been doing just that, baking and
selling delicious small cakes. This has
been a wonderful effort from such a
young girl and |, on behalf of the
congregation of Saint Laurence Church,
take this opportunity to thank her for her
thoughtfulness and for her donation to

the Church repair Fund.
Elizabeth Halcro



Nature’s Niche

Spring has at last arrived after the coldest wifdgeten years. Enough cuckoo calls have
been recorded to confirm that they may well be npbeatiful than last year. Whatever
you think of the morals of cuckoo activity it isxatural phenomenon worth watching for.
Although we are unlikely to spot the placementudlkoo eggs in the nest, which
happens very quickly, you may observe cuckoos b§ing either the reedbed at
Chilswell nature reserve or the larger pond inupper section of Harcourt Wood
adjoining the golf course, where | have been lugkgugh to get good sightings even
during the middle of a golf match. Their targeta@pe are generally reed warbler and
dunnocks. In the meadow land along Hinksey Streaamother good location for
cuckoos and birds of prey they resemble such asmspahawks and kestrels.

The bird surveys will continue this summer to heljild up a database for the parish
conservation strategy and the dates and locatiensséed below. Please let me know in
advance if you wish to attend as weather conditioag necessitate last minute changes.
Bird Surveys: All start at 8 am.

Friday 26" May. Chilswell NR. Meet at Chilswell Path access

Saturday 2% June. Hinksey Meadows. Meet at General Elliot

Sunday 18 July Hinksey Heights Trail. Meet at the Shack Gailiib

Saturday 19 August. Wyevale Bridle Track. Meet outside enteto garden centre

Mammals

We have been conducting a few mammal surveys lsgethre mainly combined with
bird and butterfly sightings. As so much mammaivagtis nocturnal or at least
crepuscular (occurring at dusk) there are obviaffiedties, especially with the very
small mammals. At a neighbour’s party last weekaseral owners reminded me of the
predations of the domestic cat. A cat loves togmeds prize on your doorstep and this
provides a source of information for mammal recotdgou wish to collect this
information then what | need is a photo of the ajran identification if you know it,
along with the date and location. | can let youehagro-formafor completing a record .
Recent sightings by this method have included sinwv®use, wood mouse, bank vole
and common shrew.

Pond Surveys

Following a request from The Pond Trust based db@xBrookes University we will be
conducting surveys of all ponds in the parish yieigr. This does not involve any great
experience and could be fun especially for childreder supervision. Please let me
know if your family is interested and | will arramglates to suit. Just as a guide we need
to record size, location and type of pond togetidr presence of sample species. Since
these are only fish, duck, goose, dragonfly andtriieag or toad , it will not take you

long to learn. A sketch plan of each pond will begared and adjoining land use
recorded. The survey can also include your ownegapbnd so let me know if you want
this surveyed.

Clive Briffett Tel 01865 327161 e mail c.briffett@lipenworld.com



The Great Divide

The A34 looking south from the Bridge

Life in the Village
The Village is looking a bit scruffy at the
moment, with no action at the
development sites next to the pub and
in. Bourgein’s Yard. We hope that
building in Bourgein’s Yard will begin a
couple of months from now, providing
the village with some much needed new
housing. There is still no news about the
land next to the pub, though presumably
Greene King will put in another planning

application at some time. Although
most people are not against some
building in the village there is

unanimous feeling that the pub car park
is not the right place for it. Space to turn
cars at the bottom of Manor Road would
be much more appreciated.

It is to be hoped that the rash of “For
Sale” notices around the village won't

go on for too long. It's a bit sad to think

of so many neighbours moving away.

Life on the Hill
Recent changes to bus scheduling mean
that a new service runs from Oxford to
Abingdon via Hinksey Hill, then follows
a circular route to Wantage and Didcot.
The result is a half-hourly service to and
from Oxford for lucky Hill residents. It
is even possible to take a bus at 7
o'clock for an evening concert in
Oxford!
Living on the Hill means having plenty
of space and plenty of wildlife. The
muntjac deer don’t seem to have been so
evident lately, but a couple of weeks ago
a large roe deer stag was sighted and
then a female. Could it have been his
wife? There are also, of course, lots of
rabbits and squirrels to raid our gardens
and a large variety of birds.
For nature lovers it is easy to get a
permit to walk in Bagley Wood- it costs

£5 for two years from St John’s College.
Thanks to Mary Hulin



The Friends of South Hinksey

Since the completion of the Parish Plan the stgazammittee of the Friends of South
Hinksey has been meeting less frequently--butretglularly--overseeing the
implementation of the Plan and keeping an eye bardbcal developments.

A lot of progress has been made with the Plan.nfkre details see the Parish website,
www.southhinksey.co.uk.

You may have seen the letter in the Oxford TimemfClive Briffett, chairman of the
Friends, commenting on the proposed constructianlafge rowing lake parallel to the
railway line and running almost from Osney to Rédiipe. This has obvious
environmental implications, as well as posing pté¢problems of access to the Village.
The Oxford Times reports that environmental studresto be undertaken. Although
there is no action for us to take at the momenaxean touch with the consortium
planning the development and are watching carefalgee what will happen next.

Plans are well advanced to provide Community Waudlias proposed in the Parish Plan.
This will be on land off Chilswell Path, and plargishould begin in October 2007.

Another recent success has been the removal afegt’'s from the bottom of Hinksey
Hill where the narrow lanes forced buses to runatigr them, creating an unacceptable
noise.

Community Land Proposal

The Friends committee has suggested that the Pdn@iid acquire a piece of land for
outdoor community events.

The area being considered is in the field behieditlage hall. Reasons for this include
that it is central to the village, and near théagé hall and pub.

The area would be only a small part of the fiehhatly where is not decided. The three

most likely possibilities are:

1. inthe corner to the right as you enter the fidldtigh the main gate

2. immediately behind the village hall

3. Behind the village hall, but with a gap betweendhea and the boundary behind the
hall.

The area would be fenced off, probably with woodest and rail fencing.



Grass would be mown and horses excluded by thefenc

There would be no structures put up-e.g. no swilNis seats, no garden (etc.).

The rest of the field would be unaffected.

The Parish Council is considering this proposal lao&ing into the possibility of
acquiring the land by a swap with Oxford City Colifar an area of agricultural land off

Chilswell Path owned by the Parish.

The present idea is that the Community land woeldWwned by the Parish Council,
administered by a trust with a committee of trusteed maintained by volunteers.

The trust would be set up so as to set strict llegéls on what changes could be made in
future, for example to prohibit erecting structuoesthe land.

This is a subject which understandably worries pee@specially people living nearby.
The proposal described has taken into consideratamy of these views, in order to find
some acceptable plan.

But if anyone reading this has not had a say andldhike to, or if anyone has any
suggestions, please do not hesitate to contacOxferd 735288. Or you could speak to
any member of the Friends committee or the Par@®m€il. Now is the time to make
your views known, while things are still at an gatage.

The hope is to have a plan that is acceptabledoyexe and will bring a real benefit to
the Parish.

Peter Rawcliffe, Friends Committee

*kkkkkk

The Parish Website www.southhinksey.co.u

We are very grateful to Dave Markham for doingtladl technical work on the website.
If you have any comments on the contents or ifwah to contribute material, please
contact either Linda Slatepl{nda.slater@boltblue.com ) or the editors of the individual
pages.




The Vale of White Horse District Council

Many parishioners were irritated by the lack oerehce to South Hinksey by either
party in the recent election literatur€he LibDems assure us that this was not
intentional, and that much of their material wasduced centrally by people who seem
to have forgotten that Kennington had been mergéd South Hinksey. Our new
Councillor, Bernard Auton, attended the recentdPa@ouncil meeting and does seem
interested in our local concerns. We welcome rgrowr representative on the District
Council.

The over- 60s are delighted with the new bus pdsshnallows free off-peak local travel.
Our local area is a large one. Rumour has it thiaesladies have used it to get as far as
Swindon and back! Thank you, Vale of White Horse.

Warburton’s Walks
24 circular walks in and around South Oxfordshire

Paul Warburton was a well-known local farmer, conatonist, naturalist writer and
churchman. He died tragically in a farming acctdar2004. This book of walks, many
devised by Paul himself, has been produced in bimony and is being sold in aid of the
Thames Valley and Chilterns Air Ambulance Trust.

All the walks are about 6 miles long, and many begid end near a pub! Happy
walking!

I’'m not sure where you can buy the book, but thaitteare as follows:
Tim Huins and Brian Harding. Kissing Gate, 200BMN50 9552247-0-5 Price £5.95

CARING FOR CARERS INFORMATION DAY
THURSDAY 15 JUNE 10AM-2.30PM CORN EXCHANGE WITNEY.
Guideposts Trustwill be holding an Information Day for National @as

Week (12 - 18 June 2006). If you are a carer, calmeg and enjoy a cup
of tea and find out what services are on offer.

A Midsummer Punting Fantasy
Another English summer is upon us. Thus one's thisumirn, amongst other things, to
gentle boating pleasures, and in particular thetipre that has now vexed me for a
number of years - namely, can one punt to Southkdéiy? Careful study of my well



thumbed 1:25,000 does suggest that it might jugtdssible, given the geography of
local waterways (albeit some of questionable nauligg). We would, of course, begin at
Folly Bridge, where, armed with wind-up gramophanel handful of 78s (it is the
perfect on-board entertainment system) we couli@ciobur vessel, pole, cushions and
diminutive paddle, and glide off upon the Isis. @aws navigation amongst other river
users — the usual collection of enthusiastic foréggnguage students and bemused
Americans displaying equal degrees of incompetanhsample boat propulsion skills -
would be essential. Punting is by no means an etxpesl pastime, and thus an early start
is probably sensible. From Folly Bridge, upstreaauld appear to be the route of
necessity, passing the ice-rink and under the RgilRridge, and then

taking an immediate left down the Bulstake StreAtrthis juncture, the dangers, |
suspect, of abundant riparian vegetation may be@mere significant, and possibly
insurmountable, challenge. However, let us prestmaewe are armed with scythe,
shears (and possibly chainsaw), and that the damddérecoming run aground can be
attenuated (let us not forget the punt's uniquie@llew draught). About half a mile after
leaving what might be described as mainstream pgnérritory, we should join the
Hinksey stream, passing temptingly close to Thédgsn North Hinksey. In any punting
excursion, regular pauses for ale (or Pimms, fosé¢tmembers of the party in straw hats
and light linen dresses) are clearly of great intgoaze. Continuing southwards, one
should - in theory - be able to follow the Hinksgtyeam all the way to the Devil's
Backbone - from whence, disembarkation and a stalit takes us to the General Elliot
for a celebratory pint of Vale Brewery Summertimeg§le-splitter (or whatever John's
seasonal beer of choice happens to be).

Now the return journey presents an intriguing,at slightly more adventurous option.
Rather than merely retrace one's steps, what waapgen if one attempted to continue
south along Hinksey Stream? Might, perhaps, onebbeto complete one's journey and
return to Folly Bridge via an alternative route2Timmediate difficulty is likely to be

the railway line - or more precisely the means Iyl the stream passes underneath the
railway line. | have not attempted any specifi¢dieork, although | fear we may
encounter nothing more glamorous than a glorifige phrough the railway
embankment. Without the necessary headroom to tepin@ punt pole properly, we
would need to resort to that small wooden paddlighWck we might emerge intact, to
skirt carefully around the edge of Redbridge Paudk Ride, pass through Long Bridges
bathing place, and emerge intact once again ofsthigust upstream of Iffley

Lock.

Surely it would indeed be a triumphant homecomasgwe propel ourselves majestically
along the length of the college boathouses and twaEblly Bridge, with the riverbanks
lined with crowds roaring their admiration and dhti at the first successful punt
circumnavigation of Grandpont and New Hinksey

John Broome-Saunders



