
1

Clive Briffett Tel 01865 327161 e mail c.briffett@btopenworld.com

Village Hall

The Village Hall Committee have
decided to concentrate their
fundraising efforts on one main
activity this year.  This will take the
form of a GRAND DRAW.  Top prize
£250.  Many other valuable prizes.
Tickets are on sale now and available
from any member of the Committee.
Draw to take place on 10 November at
the Village Hall.  Please support your
Hall and buy as many tickets as you
can. After all, somebody has to win!

Exercise Class

Burn calories, get fit, lose weight, tone
up, feel good.
LEGS, BUMS AND TUMS.
Half an hour of aerobics, half an hour of
toning and stretching.
First session only £5, second free.
Saturdays for 1 hour starting at 9.30 am.
Starts 16 September.
Join any time.
South Hinksey Village Hall, Manor
Road.
10 weeks = £50.  Late joiners pro rata
term fee (equivalent £5 a week).
Experienced and qualified instructor.
Becky - 07749 955696.

Young People
Young people are welcome to use the
Village Hall on a casual basis free of
charge as long as:
·  The hall is available
·  They are still at school
·  Under 16s have an adult present

FRIENDS OF SOUTH HINKSEY

Annual General Meeting

With a talk by Debbie Dance, Director
of Oxford Preservation Trust:
Looking Forward in the 21st Century
Tuesday 7th November 2006 at 7.30pm
in South Hinksey Village Hall. All
welcome

There will also be an exhibition of
pictures from the Parish Photographic
Competition.
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Saint Laurence Church

Dates for your Diary
·  Church Service every Sunday at 11.15 am
·  Sunday 15th October: Harvest services

Morning  11.15
Evensong  6.00 (with refreshments after service)

·  Sunday 5th November: Prayers for the departed at 12 noon
·  Sunday 12th November: Remembrance Sunday
·  Sunday 19th November: Remembrance service for those buried in our churchyard and

burial ground.
·  3rd December: Advent 1
·  17th December: Candlelit Carol Service at 6pm (with refreshments after service)
·  24th December: Advent4
·  24th December: Midnight Mass at 11.30 pm at St John’s, New Hinksey  with Bishop

Andrew.

Fund Raising
Fund raising is still very necessary for the ever-demanding maintenance of our very
beautiful old Church.  Notification of future events will be made by mail-drop when dates
have been finalised.

In St Laurence Church, by special request, on Saturday 25th November from 10 am to 5
pm there will be a Christmas Bazaar and Craft Fair.  Do come - and start your Christmas
shopping early!

A Letter from Fr James
Remembrance
Before too long we will be in November, the month of remembrance.  For centuries the
Church has kept  2nd of November to pray for the dead, to remember all that our loved
ones have been to us and to pray for them as they dwell with God forever.  Then this year
on 12th November we keep Remembrance Sunday, when we bring to mind the war dead
and all that they gave in the cause of freedom. At the start of our 11.15 service that day
we will keep two minutes of silence not only for the fallen of the two world wars, but
also for those who have died in more recent conflicts.  Above all we will pray for Peace.
Then on Sunday 19th November after the 11.15 service (12 noon) we will remember those
buried in our churchyard and, for those who wish, the burial ground. If you have a loved
one buried there I encourage you to join us for very brief prayers and then a prayer at
each of your loved one’s graves if you wish.  You may like to decorate them with flowers
in preparation and in hope of a new life.

In November we remember through Jesus Christ, who died, was buried and rose again.

Fr James Wilkinson
Parish priest



3

The Friends of South Hinksey

The Friends have been busy over the past few months.  Probably the largest project has
been preparing to plant community woodland on land on Hinksey Hill.  There has also
been the proposal to acquire land in the village for community use.  Meanwhile we are
keeping a “watching brief” on other local planning issues.

Come and hear all about it at the Annual General Meeting - To be held at the Village
Hall on Tuesday 7th November at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. (See item on page 1)

These issues affect all of us and we need your support.

Photographic Competition

You are invited to submit photographs of the Parish for an exhibition to be on show in the
Village Hall at the Friends’ Annual General meeting on 7th November 2006.

The photographic prints must be a minimum size of 6”x 4” and in colour.

The photographs to be entered in one of the following categories
1. General street view
2. Nature
3. Church
4. Parish activity and open class

Closing date for receipt of photographs 31st October.

It is proposed to use selected photographs to publish a parish postcard and/or notelets for
sale.  Entry in the competition means that you are happy for your photographs to be used
for this purpose.

For further information and application form contact: Linda Slater (Hon Sec, FOSH)
739183 or jolinda.slater@boltblue.com
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Nature’s Niche

Summer was a mixture of very hot and dry days in June and July and a good swamping
of wet periods in August and no doubt the wildlife had as much difficulty coping with the
changeable climate as our older population. Soon the swallows and martins will return to
their African winter home and the swifts have already gone. With the possible onset of
migratory butterflies that often turn up in good numbers in September, look out for red
admiral, painted lady and clouded yellow. A rarely occurring European scops owl made
only its second appearance in the UK at Thrupp, much to the delight of the hundreds of
twitchers who came to hear and view and to the distress of local residents who could not
reach their local pub for parked cars! A golden oriole was heard in Wytham Wood during
July and the occurrence of this spectacularly coloured southern summer migrant prompts
us to ask how these migrants get here and what mechanisms they call on. We do not
know but it seems that some are able to steer their way by the sun or the stars and some
by the magnetic forces of the earth. The ones that get lost off course from America are
more likely to have encountered strong winds en route; if you visit the Scilly Isles in the
south and Fair Isle in the north you may encounter rare birds each year. The case of a
shearwater that was taken from its nest in West Wales and released after flying by Jumbo
to Massachusetts and then returned to its nest in one week is almost too hard to believe
but yes, we know it happened, as the bird was tagged.

If you have seen a willow warbler, a chiffchaff or a blackcap this summer or have heard
the reed and sedge warblers which frequent the marshy habitats of the parish you will
once again have experienced the presence of long distance migrants and it seems hard to
believe that these small birds travel down to Africa and back every year. Not only that,
the young may do so alone as the adults often leave them to fend for themselves.
Travelling so far with no previous experience is the equivalent to us finding Oban in
Scotland with no maps or road signs. Try it sometime - it can be most tricky.

Interesting bird sightings in the parish included marsh tits in Harcourt Wood along the
Hinksey Heights Trail, wheatears on the golf course during the migration period and
goldcrests at Chilswell. A great tit once again nested in my post box rearing nine young
and the postman was duly warned to divert post into the green box. Unfortunately the
Green Box people tipped the post into their van on two occasions so if you sent me any
mail and did not get a reply that could be the reason.

If you haven’t a pond in your garden I can recommend it as it increases the wildlife
enormously. Many birds enjoy a dip including blue tits perched on the lilies, and
dragonflies and damselflies abound. It is amazing how quickly frogs and toads will take
up residence and within hours of creating a new pond I found water beetle and skaters.
This year with the dry long dry spell ponds filled with water were critical for keeping
much of the wildlife going. Fortunately Thames Water permitted pond filling even
though many of your flowers and vegetables could only be hand watered.
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We are still compiling the wildlife data for the Parish Conservation Strategy Report
due to be finalised at the end of this year. If you wish to get your name in this
publication please let me have any interesting records for South Hinksey Parish as
soon as possible.

Clive Briffett Tel 01865 327161; e mail c.briffett@btopenworld.com

News and Reports

New Buildings
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The new houses in St Lawrence Road are taking shape fast.  It has been a long time
coming, but perhaps we will soon have some very welcome new residents in the village.
It will also be good to see the end of the inevitable mess of demolition  and building
work.

Book Club (“The Originals”)

Looking back over the year, what has made for a good discussion?  It is quite tricky to
pick the right books to provoke debate.  Some of us go for style and some of us for
content.  We like also to be educated perhaps about a foreign land or a special way of life.
It is rare to succeed on all counts.  There is no doubt that the all time winner has been
Rohinton Mistry’s depiction of India in A Fine Balance.  Thumbs were up for The
Bookseller of Kabul (Afghanistan) but down for The Piano Tuner (Burma).  The Prime of
Miss Jean Brodie was top for style, but we differed on the moral.  My Sister’s Keeper had
a disturbing theme, but fell down on writing.  For a light hearted evening we could not
fault A Short History of Tractors in Ukranian.
Barbara Jeffrey

Unusual Neighbours
One day in early July, a strange craft was seen being manoeuvred around the awkward
bends of the village. It looked like a Venetian gondola, but it was too big and the wrong
colour.  It turned out to be a ballatina. If the spelling is wrong it’s because this boat is so
unusual that I can’t find it in any of my dictionaries.  In fact this historic craft rowed by
six people is the only one in Britain, and it was on its way to the Henley Regatta.
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Dave Markham has some pretty good used computers, monitors, keyboards and mice
available.
Computers can be customised (disk size, operating system, etc), and can include modem
and/or network interface if wanted. All are suitable for most Windows software, and
internet browsing & downloading. All guaranteed for six months.
Call for a quote: 01865-321552 during business hours, otherwise 730577. Mobile is
07702-834590.

Community Fruit and Vegetable delivery scheme

Tony Wood is a local man supplying fruit and vegetables in the area.  His company is
called Truly Local.  His is an unusual proposition because he doesn’t just supply the fruit
and veg, he supports the community financially as well.  The scheme works in a similar
way to the Tesco vouchers for computers scheme except he gives cash rewards and any
interest that has the support of the community can receive the benefit.  It also seems to be
a lot more valuable.   So through the weekly grocery shop you can make a contribution to
the Church or Village Hall or other community interest.  The General Elliott pub is also
part of this voucher scheme.

Of course, it is all pointless if the service is poor and the produce is not very good.  We
tried a well known supplier of organic fruit and vegetables and were not particularly
impressed but found this suited us better – though the produce is not organic.  We’ve had
some fantastic tasting peaches, nectarines and green beans this summer and if we haven’t
been happy with anything Tony has always been willing to put it right.  We place orders
via an email form which he sends weekly and pay when he delivers the next day.

Personally, I’d be really keen for more people near us (Hinksey Hill area) to participate
as it would cut down on ‘transport miles’.   We are also collecting credits that we would
like to donate so if there is a deserving group which could benefit and other residents also
participated we could actually make a difference….

He lives in Botley and can be contacted via tony.wood@trulylocal.co.uk ,  07967 627877
or www.trulylocal.co.uk .

Leïla Beggin

The Parish Website: www.southhinksey.co.uk

We are very grateful to Dave Markham for doing all the technical work on the website.
If you have any comments on the contents or if you wish to contribute material, please
contact either Linda Slater (jolinda.slater@boltblue.com) or the editors of the individual
pages.
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DONKEY HOUSE BAND GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

The old donkey house in the yard of Richard and Valerie King's house in St. Lawrence
Road had lain quiet for many years - until in 2001 Richard formed a country dance band
from among his folk-dancing friends.  The motley crew began to practise in the donkey
house; mangerfuls of help and advice were provided by luminaries of the local scene; and
soon came the carrot of a live gig.  In March 2002 the Donkey House Band played for
dancing at Stonesfield Folk Dance Club, and enjoyed it so much that it has rarely stopped
since.

The band has now played 75 such "live gigs" and several barn dances in Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire, and has a busy programme lined up for the autumn.  The Donkey
House Players (the band and its friends) have also appeared at village shows, on the front
at Sidmouth, and in church concerts.  Donkeys may be heard in the General Elliott on the
third Tuesday of the month, relaxing after the regular session in their home stable.

The DHB is entirely amateur and mostly acoustic, and likes to play for good causes.  If
you would like to come to the Tuesday sessions, or to use the band, ring Richard King on
01865 739469.  Hee-haw!

Frances White
06/09/2006

A Meal Out

One evening last month we walked down to the General Elliot for a quick pub meal with
good chips.  Walking into the bar we found it full of young Americans in a merry frame
of mind.  We soon discovered that this group of summer students had themselves
discovered the General Elliot a few weeks before and were using it as their local.  It was
their last evening, exams having just been completed and most were homeward bound in
the morning.  We spent a pleasant evening, conversing, eating and losing at Aunt Sally,
all very enjoyable even if we were there much longer than anticipated!  The new
climbing frame in the garden looks a lot of fun and I think our grandchildren will enjoy it
when they are next with us.

Hilary Briffett


