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Village Hall

The Village Hall is very suitable for many occasand can accommodate 50 people to
a sit-down meal.

It is clean and well appointed, with an excellemthen, and has been newly redecorated
- well worth considering for your next party. lopided the venue for Claire and David
Wilson’s recent wedding reception and by all acdsuinis was a great success.

Details for viewing the Hall are available on reguby telephoning Oxford 321989 or
730850. More information is available on the weasiwww.southhinksey.co.uk.

Note: Parking is now available for Village Hall userslire Yard opposite the Hall.
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Saint Laurence Church

Repairs

The scaffolding around the Church Tower has nowlsemoved and he remaining
pointing of the walls will be done from a laddérhis final phase will complete the
external repairs to the walls and, although itl@sn expensive, it will be very satisfying
to all who contributed financially to this mamma#sk to know that we have been
assured that this part of the Church should begéumhe next 150 years. Joslins, the
stonemasons, must be congratulated on a job wed.do

Future Projects will include:

(a) provision of toilet facilities and

(b) upgrading and lighting of the pathways

Fundraising

We hope to see you all at our Flower Festival o122 duly 2007

IMPORTANT

Times of services at St Laurence will be changedirning on Sunday®June 2007.
The morning service will be 815 am Flyers will be delivered to every house in the
parish detailing the changes. You can also firartlon the website: southhinksey.co.uk



Friends
Of
South

Hinksey
The Friends of South Hinksey

The Parish Website:www.southhinksey.co.ukhas been updated, with the addition
of some history notes and a picture gallery. luredots of you have pictures at least as
good as some of those featured. Please contad Stater on 739183 if you are willing
to share them.

Notelets and proposed South Hinksey Calendamhe same goes for the
proposed calendar and notelets. We are lookinticpkarly for seasonal pictures and
scenes from Hinksey Hill. We will start work oretbalendar in August (before the next
edition of the South Hinksey Echo!) so please djust leave it until someone reminds
you. Hunt through the archives, or get out theite wour cameras.

Flood Matters:
Good News at Towles Mill

What's been done

The tight bottleneck on Hinksey Stream, downstreathe village, at Towles Mill in the
Redbridge area, has been removed. Contractors ngpfir the Environment Agency
(EA) carried out the work between mid-January apdlAhis year.

The new channel is much wider and in a much sttargime. The new weir is both wider
and lower than its predecessor. The picturesttelktory:
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Before: the old weir, showing a clogged and narbywpass channel



After: the new weir and widened by-pass channel.
What difference will it make?

This is a key improvement. The rate at which watdrnow get away has been
substantially increased. It would be good to hawalmers for this, but although | have
asked about this it seems that there are not licehe any available.

My own best guess is that while the very majord®g¢such as those in 1947 and 2000)
will still happen, what would have been ‘minor’ @neill now not happen. Of course
what the effects of climate change will be on ralint another matter. But whatever, we
must all be significantly better off than if thisovk had not been done.

It would be invidious to name individuals but | walike to thank, on behalf of the
village, all those involved at the Environment Aggnthe consulting design engineers
and the contractors, for their efforts and whay thave achieved.

What is the next priority?

In my opinion the next biggest problem after Towl&H is the bridge over the railway
on the old Abingdon Road at Redbridge. Water id balck here at times of flooding.
The bridge is old and there is little doubt it wiked replacing in due course. The EA is
aware of the situation. We can only hope that tidgle needs replacing sooner rather
than later, when | am sure the opportunity to iaseeflow under it will be taken. Now
that Towles Mill is sorted out we will continue temind the authorities of the problem.
Clearly a new bridge is a very major undertakingplaing various agencies and a lot of
money, so not something we can expect to happeartom.



Other flood matters
Hinksey Drain at Redbridge

The culverts here have been cleared in recent wieb&wing discussions with the Vale,
who have liaised with Network Rail on our behalhahks are due to Peter Dela and
Gathorne Gough, officers of the Vale of White Ho&muncil, for their continuing
support re flooding. In the longer term it may bertl pressing to get the culverts
increased in size, but this is likely to be of (in@less importance now that Towles Mill
has been dealt with and the flow increased there.

John Piers Lane Ditch

Discussions have taken place involving the Distira County councils. While building
work on the new houses continues not much can be, dat hopefully something will
happen thereafter. It remains on the agenda.

Other ditches etc.

Pipes under the road at the top end of Manor Reanhgo be working well since being
cleared a year or two ago.

Barleycott Lane: the new culverts have worked well.

Field ditches seem generally fine, since Nick Fsearcleared them last. Many thanks to
Nick too.

Bund round the village

Contrary to earlier reports, the bund plan is ppaaentlyentirelydead! It is rather
resting quietly on a shelf, from where it might atey be taken down, dusted off and
given the kiss of life. Whether that will ever happl do not know, but it is not likely to
be soon. Money is the problem. The Environment Agestoring system did not give us
enough points to get funding. There is nothing milett we can do about that. If criteria
change / more money becomes available then sorgethight happen.

Do contact me if you have any suggestions or questjtel 735288).
Peter Rawcliffe

Are you lonely? Do you have little contact with tle outside world?

On the Phone Link service, our trained voluntedsng housebound and isolated older people for a
friendly chat once or twice a week, free of charge.

“The phone link had given me something speciabtk forward to during the day.”

“It's a lifeline. | don’t know what | would do wibut it”

~+

If you think you might benefit from the service, oryou know someone else who would, please contac
Alex at Age Concern Oxfordshire on 01235 8494




Nature’s Niche

Spring is well and truly in bloom and experiencthg delights of the Bagley Wood
bluebells and primroses and hearing the call ottlekoo and many other summer
visiting warblers once again lifts the spirit andanses the mind ready for a more active
summer. My response has been to activate a neweNsgation of the web site which
will contain the following sections for your refeie and entertainment: News and
Views, Nature Surveys, Nature Conservation StratBigyure Quiz, Naturama -
photographs of the South Hinksey natural envirortmérese should all be on the site
during the next month thanks to Dave and Ann Mamkkahelp. The sections are
designed to be interactive in the sense of requgestiore nature photographs, asking for
help in nature surveys and encouraging participahaompleting a nature quiz. Do
have a look and let me know whether you can assist.

At last | made the effort to attend the Wytham Waodual badger count last week and
sitting on the woodland floor for a couple of hourpouring rain was rewarded with
seeing at least five adult badgers emerge fronn tosly sett along with two young cubs.
Couldn’t believe how fast they ran through the woodemerging and how playful they
were. The technique, once you have found your isdtb, sit quietly up wind and wait
patiently. Once they are out and about it is pdsdidotake flash photos if they are close
enough. Their eyesight is pretty poor and what tiespond negatively to most is smell
and sounds. Wytham apparently has the highest baégsity in the country and
researchers have been studying them since 1974#e ahe currently estimated to be over
500 individuals present!

Having recently completed the RSPB and BTO gardehdnirveys some of you may
have noticed that activity at the feeding statibas diminished somewhat in the last
month. This is mainly because most birds are nosy Imesting and feeding their young
on the natural caterpillars, worms and other peeseadily available at this time of year.

This is certainly the best time to start learning bird calls as many species participate
from dawn onwards in establishing their territoraesl attracting mates. | heard only the
snhatch of a Nightingale song at Farmoor Resenait to the Pinkhill Meadow hide
recently mainly because | arrived at 10am and klepnabably already been going all
night. A Song Thrush in our garden at Hinksey Hdk beaten any all time record | have
previously recorded for sustained singing whichddgsrom 6am to 9pm non-stop! | was
astounded, each time | left home and returned girout the day he never failed to keep
going. This species has declined enormously inntegears and encouraging its
continued presence and survival is vital not oolythe joy of hearing its song but as a
gardener’s friend. It eats mainly worms, snails slugis and it needs climbers against
walls in quiet parts of the garden to nest. Avasthg slug pellets and other pesticides
also harmful to birds. We have a Robin nestinghenground next to our front gatepost
with five eggs now hatched. Amazing place to poest with so many predators about
but seems to have been successful so far.



At Harcourt Wood there is a lot of bird singing ggion which | hope to investigate
further than just enjoying the calls during a gashgolf. Willow Warbler and

Chiffchaff, two very similar looking summer warlsgewith totally different songs are
well established in the willow carr. Sedge anddRé&rblers, again two similar looking
species are in the large reedbed around the tog quach a recently completed boardwalk
helps you to reach it without getting wet. Blackc@fhitethroat and Garden Warbler are
also in the large hawthorn and blackthorn bushesrat the edge of the wood. There are
plenty of Greenfinch, Chaffinch and Goldfinch abant all emit totally different calls.
The Great Tit has at least 47 different calls agdicgy to Andy Gosler of Oxford
University who is the world’s expert on the specssseparating these from Blue Tit,
Coal Tit, Marsh Tit and Long-tailed tit could ta&dittle practice. | use two CD’s of
birdcalls and record some in the field with a srdaital recorder to check back home.
Dogged persistence gradually brings rewards but gear | have to go through the
reminder process once again. It is certainly a mmore enriching experience to be able
to identify a good range of birdcalls during a wallkst be careful of the Starlings as
they are good imitators of other birds and can erait a telephone-ringing note. If you
hear a Buzzard call coming from the ground or lastb,beware, it is more likely to be a
Starling or even our old friend the Song Thruslmal$ been pouring with rain as | write
for about four hours and guess what! he is silirg.

As Robert Browning wrote ; “That’s the wise thruble sings each song twice over,
Lest you should think he never could recapture.

The first fine careless rapture!”

Clive Briffett Tel 01865 327161 e mail c.briffett@penworld.com

News and Reports

Parish Council:
The present Council is:

Phil Saugman (Chair) 326280
Maggie Rawcliffe (Vice Chair) 735288
Clive Briffett 327161

Sarah Gray 326205

Sarah Baylam is to be co-opted a a new Parish Qauai the next meeting of the
Council.

David Wilkins who had been the Parish Clerk for 45 yelsided to resign at the end of
April and go into “retirement”. His knowledge ahdlpfulness, sometimes beyond the
call of duty, will be missed. He has served thedbavery well and most of its residents
will be aware of the duties he has performed oir thehalf.

The Council has been able to appoint a new ClenkieAVilson, who is extremely
knowledgeable in local government matieéospick up the reins,



Walnut trees:

In answer to the question in the I&sthg Tony Allsworth reports that there used to be
lots of trees. He lists locations in Manor Road #relformer General Elliot car park.
Those remaining, he says, are in the garden off®oMRoad, and two in the orchard
opposite the end of Barleycott Lane. Perhaps thahiy | am still finding walnut shells
buried by squirrels in my garden in Manor Road.

Also: The large horse chestnut at the corner of Man@dReas planted in 1966 (year of
England’s World Cup victory) with a conker from BpbCharlton’s garden in
Manchester.

Life in the Village: a Personal View
We chose this house and village as my parents tiddiked in Oxfordshire before and
my sister and | had both been born in the JR Halspiime 20 years before. Another
reason to live here was the idea that living irsefgoroximity to a large town would give
us all a better quality of life both social andgmarally. Unfortunately the lack of public
transport and the fact that neither my sister agive has made a better social life more
difficult not just for us but for our entire famigo we have concentrated a lot of our
efforts into our garden that, as can be seeny&itable paradise for passers by and a
pleasure for us.

Our back garden has an orchard, nut trees and veeghaegetable patch and greenhouses
that last year gave us an enormous harvest of pbjipers. This year we hope to grow
beans and squash in the style of native Americans.

Naomi Jane Bowen-Pine

And on the Hill?

| am aware that this edition seems to be rathdlaye centered”. Is there anyone out
there willing to be our Voice on the Hill? Pleasmtact the editor on 739183



OXFORDSHIRE MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

You don’t need to go to Abu Dhabito see camel racing.or sheep shearing, or
alpacas, or vintage tractors, or even Alex Janws Blur. They're all going to be at the
Oxfordshire Country Fayre atThe Old Showgroundjust outside Woodstock on
Sunday 27" May 2007.

Admission £6 adults, concessions £4, under 3's fris¢en out for the competitions on
local radio stations, Fox FM and Touch FM, for geance not only to win free tickets to
the show but also for a ride on one of those fdict&acing Camels. It's not every day of
the week you can do that in Oxfordshire!

Other highlights to look forward to in Oxfordshire’s millennium yeare the UK’s first-
everChildren’s Food Festival (July 14 -15) with celebrity chefs Raymond Blandan
Sophie Grigson as patrons; a spegiate’s Day, based on Lewis Carroll's famous
character, (July 7) arféaces of Oxfordshire There will be walks, trails, exhibitions,
open doors, street theatre and much more.

Oxfordshire 2007 aims to turn the county inside out, introducingl yo new places and
new cultural experiences. To find out more abouatghhappening in your area — and
elsewhere in the county — visitww.oxfordshire2007.com

General Elliot, South Hinksey
Beer Festival Weekend
Friday 25" May at 8.00 pm

The Donkeyhouse Players
Will be playing folk music in the garden

Come and listen while you enjoy the barbecue




