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Flooding News

The following article was written by Simon Collingé Osney Island on behalf of the Oxford Flood
Alliance (OFA), to go in an Oxford City leaflet foesidents. | thought it would be of interesthe village
(and excuse me having to write something mysédfttme!).

Residents from flood affected areas in the Wesb@ixflood plain have set up the
Oxford Flood Alliance in a bid to influence the pesse of the Environment Agency and
other relevant authorities to last summer's flootise group includes representatives
from Botley Road, Osney, South Hinksey, Wolvercttytham and Binsey. Members
of the group have been investigating the factordrdmuting to local flooding and are
proposing a series of straightforward and low em$ibns which can be taken to reduce
risk. Representatives from the group are meetiitig thve Environment Agency to
discuss a series of ideas they believe could mditg difference to local residents.

'‘Some people have been flooded three times in sgans,' says Andy Webber of Earl
Street and a member of the group. 'We can't affowdait for a big scheme many years
in the future to solve the problem. We need aatiow. We believe there are lots of
things the Environment Agency, the Councils andniés Water can do which would
significantly reduce flooding risks.'

Peter Rawcliffe of South Hinksey, another membeahefgroup said: 'The Environment
Agency produced a report about South Hinksey #fiee2003 floods but there seems to
have been no follow- up since. We want to seeeghemmendations in this report
implemented and appropriate schemes developedHer affected areas.'

As well as looking at ways to improve flow of watbrough the western flood plain, the
group is keeping a close eye on planning applinatfor new developments along Botley
Road.

Richard Thurston of Osney Island Residents Assiociataid: 'People have come
together because we need a joined-up solutionid®&s need to present a united front if
anything is going to change.'

Before Christmas the group wrote to the Environnfggegncy expressing concern about
the threat to lock keepers on the Thames. The é&gkas responded with a reassurance
that Oxford is unlikely to be affected by any reamtpation.



Meeting with the Environment Agency on 16th January2008 We (Oxford Flood
Alliance) met with the EA. There is now money foonks to be carried out within the
next two years. We jointly agreed that the singtesturgent and important step for the
whole area is to increase further the amount oéwthiat can get through at Redbridge
down by the old Abingdon Road. OFA is determinedtitke sure this happens and as
soon as possible.

As | write this (Jan 17th) the fields are floodedund the village but the streets are dry.
This highlights well the need to open up Redbridgater would not have built up to
this extent and would now be getting away morelduibad that been done. South
Hinksey Flood Group has been making the case i®fdh some years; two things make
me more optimistic now - first, the EA has beemgtinto doing something in the short
term by the further flooding; second, establisHDfgA has given us a lot more clout. We
will be meeting and keeping in close touch with Bfeon a regular basis in future. Will
keep you posted.

Peter Rawcliffe (735288)
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The Friends of South Hinksey
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The Annual General meeting held in the Village Hall on 23 October, was well
attended, possibly because our guest speaker was$ Bliay of the Environment Agency.
His topic “Flooding in the Oxford Area”, could hdychave been more relevant, after our
experiences in July this year. Concerns were ritistl by a display of photographs by
parishioners showing the flooding experienced en\illage and surrounding area.

The business part of the meeting was swiftly didped, with both Chairman and
Treasurer reporting a healthy state of affairs.th&se were no new nominations, the
existing committee was unanimously re-elected.

Nigel Bray of the Environment Agency illustrated alk with slides. Speaking about
four years’ work by the Oxford Risk Management $tute stressed the challenging
nature of the problem and analysed key environnhgetzhnical and economic issues.
Total protection, he stressed, quoting flood risltistics, is impossible. The most
effective solution would be to increase the passdgvater through the western part of
Oxford flood plain, and one of his slides showedy\aearly the obstruction at
Redbridge and the way in which the Botley Road asta dam. He then pointed out
problems of historical and archaeological sitesyal as the needs of local businesses
and housing.

We are competing for money with other areas, an@xdisplays every possible
problem. Even if plans were made by the EA, thamilag process means that no large-
scale construction could begin before 2013-2016.

Discussion following the talk agreed that localslherm measures and hybrid solutions
would be important. We are grateful to Gathornei@y of the Vale District Council for
more detailed advice he was able to contributhiatstage of the meeting.

All systems go for the Community Woodland By the end of this month, January 2008,
we will have a 3000-tree woodland planted out onisBfell Field adjoining Chilswell
Path. This is land owned by the Parish Council fatynused as arable farmland and
before that as allotments. The project devisedhbyHriends of South Hinksey from the
Parish Plan has taken some time to organize dietoeed to get approval from the
landowner and neighbours and obtain the necessanysg We have had four planting
sessions for volunteers and more are will be asgan You are most welcome to join us
at any of these.



The trees, mainly oak and ash with some willow,lB@g planted in copses leaving
open rides between, which can act as access lantdseffarmer and prevent problems of
the trees interfering with overhead wires crossimggsite. Along the edges will be a
range of native shrubs including hawthorn, blackthavayfaring tree and spindle and
some dog rose. These will attract small warblets@ossibly some butterfly species. An
open area near the road will also be shielded s¥ithbs and small trees including field
maple. The grassed area may be later planted @uiwvdd flower meadow if conditions
are found favourable.

Access to the site will be from the corner of Chiéddl Path, and a variety of trails are to
be established to enable people to cross thersit@alao gain access to the Hinksey
Heights Trail in the far corner nearer the pylohefe is surface water in some areas of
the site and a shallow excavation will be madey@nd retain this throughout the year.

It takes no time at all, it seems, for wildlifetke up occupation; ducks and herons have
already been viewed there and a friendly Stonewhatseen perched on the wooden
stakes inserted last week to define the woodlaed. ar

Other possible projects include erecting a boafuhitg the site and identifying the two
nature trails leading off to Chilswell Nature Raseand Harcourt Wood. We need a
regular group of friends to look after the site amjby its benefits as well as monitoring
wildlife occurrence; this would be an importantnesational activity for the parish.

The Parish _Website www.southhinksey.co.utontinues to expand and be updated.
Look for new pictures on the Gallery page.

South Hinksey Notelets

The packs of notelets are sold out at the momkatigh they should be reprinted soon
and will be available from any member of the Fremd South Hinksey committee at
£3.50 for a pack of six assorted pictures.

Saint Laurence Church

Ash Wednesday on thd'é-ebruary signals the start of the 40 day seastemf The
word Lent itself comes from the old English forigge literally meaning to lengthen — in
other words it takes its name from the lengthewifiipe amount of light we get in a day
as spring progresses. But Lent is a season afhineh which is known for three things.
Prayer — it is a time to concentrate our efforts in otayer life, not to let opportunities
pass us by as we keep our relationship with God.dfssting— we might deny
ourselves some food to help us consider thatGod who provides us with all that we
have.Almsgiving — that we might think of those who have verydittind make an effort
to help them.

Of course these are things that we should be ddingar round, but we try especially
during Lent as we prepare ourselves for the grelabcation of HolyWeek and Easter,



the dying and rising of Jesus Christ. This yeao@Briday is the Z1land Easter Sunday
the 23 of March.

Please feel welcome to St Laurence church on Ssndagr more details please contact
01865 245879 dirwilkinson@ukonline.co.ulor seevww.acny.org.uk/468

GenealogyThe popularity of genealogy has grown considerabhgcent years and it is
now rated as one of the most popular pastimesitaiBr The information available from
television programmes, the news media, the intexndtmany other sources has fuelled a
great flurry of interest in tracing family history.

Many visitors to St Laurence church in South Higkseme hoping to access the old
Church records, but, for archival reasons, fewndgsare kept either there or at St John’s
church in New Hinksey. The advice to would-be aeskers is to start at Oxford Public
Library and then proceed to the Oxfordshire Rec@fiie.

Useful addresses

1. Centre for Oxfordshire Studies 3.Fr James Wilkinson Tel: (01865) 245879
Family History Resources St Laurence Church, South Hinksey
Central Library St John’s Church, North Hinksey
Westgate, Oxford Church Archivist: Wilbur Wright
Tel: (01865) 815749 Tel: (01865) 245336

2. Oxfordshire Records Office General Information:

St Luke’s Churchfemple Road Searches in register, etc.
Cowley, Oxford 1% hour (inc. Copy of entry) £19

Tel: (01865) 398959 Each subsequent hour or part hour £16

Additional copies £19
NB- above fees prepared by
CofE Archbishop’s Council

History

In 1818 farm labourer James Tasker stole some vamehivas caught but acquitted for
lack of evidence. In 1819, he was caught steaipgy inSouth Hinksey. He was tried
at Berkshire assizes and transported to Van Diesrleamd, now known as Tasmania,
leaving behind his wife and seven children. Heemew®turned, but married again in
Australia where his descendants still live.

*

There are eight War Graves in the churchyard fieenSecond World War They are
tended by the War Graves Commission and may b@nesed from a distance because
they are whiter and less worn than the surroundrages.



“Our House”
No's 21 and 23 Manor Road were originally one hoBsédt around 1620 they are
understood to have been used as a hospital f&dkealists during the English civil war.
No one is quite sure when the house was dividedtwo parts but the main division is a
wall partly filled with field rubble and containireyseries of fireplaces from various dates
including 23's main fireplace in the dining roomgdorming the side wall in the front
hall.
Before it was divided the house and farm we beligas part of Lord Abingdon’s estate
and was acquired by South Oxfordshire District Gxlun the 1900's.
When the boundaries changed around 1990 it becamefpOxford City Council’s
Estate department and then in 1997 no 23 was &naadfto Oxford City Council
Housing department where it remains.

There is little else that | can add about the Inystd this house as information is limited
to some small paperwork pertaining to the transiegefrom councils and maps of the

area which contain merely visual references. Nawa8 given Grade 2 listing in 1966.
Naomi Pine

Nature’s Niche

At a recent meeting of the Oxford OrnithologistiBty | was asked to give a last
minute presentation on Bird Conservation of Soutikkey. This challenge led to an
assessment of what the Friends have been doihg iRdrish before, during and since the
Parish Plan, especially in relation to habitat rdoctw and wildlife spotting. Another
strong theme which emerged was the need to lotileatverall picture of our habitats
and how they contribute to wider district needsr @arish environment is, of course,

part of a larger area and its characteristics aterthined by the topography, geology and
soils of the district. Nature conservation efforéed to recognize the overall landscape
patterns and see if we can improve the biodiversitys may not necessarily involve
increasing the number or density of species butgpes catering for a wider range. For
example in heathland there are relatively few ggecompared to other habitats but they
are just as important to save.

There is enormous variety in our parish. Whilsthage no heathland we do have a wide
range of small, distinct habitats and some arenddfas County Wildlife Sites, which
means they have been formally recognized as beipgrtant for nature conservation in
the County. These include Chilswell Nature Resar Limekiln Copse. The chalkland
slopes, mixed deciduous woodland and fenland imabkerve are especially good
habitats. Totally different wetland habitats carfdaend in the flood meadows around the



village especially along the Hinksey Stream. Togethith unimproved grassland closer
to Harcourt Wood (itself a wet woodland), extendieelgerows and a good variety of
stream courses, springs and ponds, these forntenesting mosaic of natural habitats.
Those managed under our human control such as lgaudens, horse pasture, a golf
course and agricultural land can also make impbdantributions if properly used with
wildlife in mind.

We start this month with the woodland scheme amsvtill be beneficial in meeting the
needs of wildlife to enable them to range furth@oas the landscape through green
corridors of hedgerows and woodland. Reconnechiagpteviously fragmented
landscapes is a nationwide project promoted by\¥hdlife Trusts in “Living
Landscapes” and every parish can do their bit ip. #egroup of conservationists are
currently looking at similar improvements to theienarea of Oxford Heights West
which extends from Cumnor to Cothill to Shotoved amcludes our parish.

We are planning two survey schemes for 2008, oneefmrding the condition and
diversity of existing hedgerows and the other fanmoring the biodiversity of all ponds.
These are national initiatives run by the CPREtAedPond Conservation Trust
respectively. Details of survey dates will be paisied in the website. Knowing nothing
about nature is a good background for prospect@vggipants! We have detailed notes
on what to do, how to record and identificationdps. All we need is enthusiastic
participation.

Clive Briffett Tel 01865 327161 e mail c.briffett@ipenworld.com

South Hinksey Parish Council

The council meets on the first Monday of each matttine Village Hall at 7.30pm and
discusses many matters affecting the parish, wéachrange from A34 air and noise
pollution and speed problems to litter and graffitis transport, planning issues,
community land and conservation matters. We alsribute to many documents sent
by the District and County Councils on future depehent framework proposals such as
mineral extraction and housing. You are most welktmattend and can participate at a
particular stage of the meeting if we receive adeamotice of your interest.

This month we co-opted a fourth new councillorzBbeth LeFevre from Hinksey Hill
and so are now well represented throughout thelraith Colin Davies from Hinksey
Heights, Maggie Rawcliffe and Sarah Balaam from\iilege and Clive Briffett from
Spring Copse.



All minutes can be viewed on the website and oerlCAnne Wilson will be pleased to
receive any feedback or request for taking actiooca@nmunity matters. She can be
contacted on Telephone 079023 658059. Address @ibldam Road, Southwold,
Bicester OX26 3YH.

Alternatively individual councillors can be contadtthrough the contacts numbers given
on the website.

Clive Briffett Chairman of the Parish Council

The Village Hall

Hall Hire Charges

Hire charges include use of kitchen etc. For fertlletails contact 321989 or
730850.More information is available on the webhsite@w.southhinksey.co.uk

News and Reports

Book Club

We've read some good books this past six monthatydone that we all hated
(Arlington Parkby Rachel Cush, in case you're wondering). Waeslfied the year with a
great Christmas meal at the General Elliot.



And on the Hill...
Sandy Blight and Val Smythe raised the fantastial tof £430 at their Macmillan Coffee
Morning in October. We are all really impressed.

The Waiting Game

Tim, aged 11, is waiting for a new home. He hambegith short-term foster carers for over a
year. He needs someone to come forward who costéifhim until he can live independently.
Ideally Tim would be the only or youngest childtlire household. Some months have now passed
since the search began but sadly no-one has comarth

Emma has been living with foster carers for 3 men8he has settled quite well with her current
foster carers but is not happy to have been plaoddr from her home. She finds this makes it
difficult to see her family and friends, and shéesghe 20-mile each way journey to school each
day. She is hoping that her social worker will mbee to foster carers who live nearer to home
but each time her social worker visits the newsaidly the same, “Sorry, but there is no-one
available”.

Local independent fostering agency, familyplacenoemy, is working to help Tim and Emma
and other children like them. The agency seek®tthid by recruiting foster carers for children

in or near to their home area and by encouragioglpdo consider fostering as an alternative to
work outside of the home. As agency director, A@dipson says, “Our foster carers are paid a
professional fee in addition to a child maintenaald@vance. This allows some people to give up
work to start a new career in fostering. Propesarels do not stop foster carers from loving the
kids”. All of the agency’s foster carers are gisovided with high level support and ongoing
training to help them to develop their parentinijsko a higher level.”

If you think you might be able to help. Please 64993 201514 or email:
info@familyplacement.com

Receiving and contacting the ECHO

The South Hinksey Echo is published three time=ag yo coincide roughly with the
beginning of the three school terms. Any comnwmasticles for inclusion can be sent
to echoeditor@southhinksey.co.uk to the editor, Linda Slater tel 739183.If yoawd
prefer to receive your copy by email please contaeteditor.



